
Administration of Barack Obama, 2012 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Rescue of Jessica Buchanan 
January 26, 2012 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

At my direction, on January 24, 2012, U.S. Special Operations Forces conducted an 
operation in Somalia to rescue Ms. Jessica Buchanan, a U.S. citizen. The operation was 
successfully completed. Ms. Buchanan was kidnapped in Galcayo, Somalia on October 25, 
2011, by a group linked to Somali pirates and financiers. Also rescued in the course of the 
operation was a Danish national, Poul Hagen Thisted, who was kidnapped with Ms. Buchanan. 
The operation was undertaken by a small number of joint combat-equipped U.S. forces, after 
we received reliable intelligence indicating Ms. Buchanan's location in Somalia along with that 
of Mr. Thisted. These forces left Somalia on January 25, 2012. 

I directed this action consistent with my responsibility to protect U.S. citizens both at 
home and abroad, and in furtherance of U.S. national security interests, pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign relations and as Commander in Chief and 
Chief Executive. 

I am providing this report as part of my efforts to keep the Congress fully informed, 
consistent with the War Powers Resolution (Public Law 93–148). I appreciate the support of 
the Congress in this action. 

Sincerely, 

BARACK OBAMA 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A. Boehner, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro tempore of the Senate. 

Categories: Communications to Congress : Jessica Buchanan, letter to congressional leaders 
reporting on. 

Names: Buchanan, Jessica; Thisted, Poul Hagen. 

Subjects: Somalia : Abductions, U.S. citizens and other foreign nationals; Somalia : Piracy. 

DCPD Number: DCPD201200052. 
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